
 
 

Gov. Gary Locke to Chair NW Innovation Works’ Global Advisory Board; 
Experts on Global Energy & Climate Issues Also Join 

 
Kalama, Wash. --- Dec. 20, 2016 --- Today NW Innovation Works (NWIW) announced 
the formation of its Global Advisory Board with the appointments of former Washington 
Governor Gary Locke as Chair, and Professor David Sandalow and Professor Choon Fong 
Shih as Members.   
 
The Global Advisory Board is being created to advise NWIW as the company continues 
its ongoing efforts to lead the development of further innovations and moves closer to 
constructing one of the most environmentally responsible, advanced manufacturing 
plants ever built.  
 
“We are honored to have the opportunity to work with such visionary leaders,” said Mr. 
Wu Lebin, Chairman of Chinese Academy of Sciences Holdings, a shareholder of NW 
Innovation Works parent company.  “Governor Locke, Professor Shih and Professor 
Sandalow have experience and insight that are of the highest caliber. That they would 
all agree to join our team speaks to the fundamental integrity of NW Innovation Works 
and its value proposition.”  
  
“With the tremendous leadership joining our team today, NWIW positions itself as a 
global leader in the next generation of sustainable manufacturing,” said Simon Zhang, 
CEO of NWIW.  
 
“I am proud to serve as the Chair of the NW Innovation Works’ Global Advisory Board,” 
said Governor Locke.  “This is a company with the right values – creating new jobs in 
Washington State that will help reduce the use of coal in China in the global effort 
against climate change.”   
 
“The environmental commitments that NWIW has committed itself to are nothing short 
of the highest level,” said Professor Shih, who is a University Professor at the National 
University of Singapore and previously was the Founding President of the King Abdullah 
University of Science and Technology (KAUST).  “And their entire business case fits into 
what we need – new jobs, new technologies, and new ways to fight climate change.”  
 
"NW Innovation works is helping fight climate change, create jobs and promote closer 
ties between the U.S. and China,” added Professor Sandalow, who serves as the 
Inaugural Fellow at Columbia University’s Center on Global Energy Policy and previously 
served in several senior positions at the US Department of Energy during the Obama 
Administration. 
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Governor Locke has signaled that his first priority will be to assist NWIW as it 
implements a newly formed partnership with Workforce SW Washington, Lower 
Columbia College, and Cowlitz County Economic Development, to begin training and 
hiring its first employees.  “This is a great example for how we can create jobs here 
locally and feel good about the role these jobs play in creating a more sustainable 
world,” he said. “Kalama and Cowlitz County can soon look forward to calling 
themselves home to one of the most significant and innovative efforts anywhere in the 
world to create a new economy around real, true sustainable manufacturing practices.”   
 
As a group, the Global Advisory Board members bring decades of experience in 
international relations, trade, environmental responsibility and economic growth.  
 
 
 

 
Global Advisory Board Chairman, Gary Locke 
Mr. Locke is the former Governor of Washington (1997-2005).  Following his two terms 
as governor, he held the position of Secretary of Commerce from 2009-2011 and later 
US Ambassador to China from 2011-2014. 
 
As Secretary of Commerce, Mr. Locke worked to implement President Obama’s agenda 
to turn around the economy and put people back to work. As the administration’s point 
person for achieving the President’s National Export Initiative, he presided over a 17 
percent increase in exports of Made in America goods and services from 2009 to 2010, 
while exports to China saw a 32 percent increase. 
 
Mr. Locke has extensive experience working with China. As Secretary of Commerce, he 
co-chaired two sessions of the U.S.-China Joint Commission on Commerce and Trade 
that resulted in important changes to Chinese trade policy. As Governor of Washington, 
he strengthened economic ties between China and Washington State, more than 
doubling the state's exports to China to over $5 billion per year. As a Partner in the 
Seattle office of the international law firm, Davis Wright Tremaine LLP, he co-chaired the 
firm’s China practice. 
 
Mr. Locke has a bachelor’s degree in political science from Yale University and a law 
degree from Boston University. 



 

 
Global Advisory Board Member, Choon Fong  Shih 
Professor Choon Fong Shih has been University Professor at the National University of 
Singapore (NUS) since 2013.  Prior to his recent position, Professor Shih served as the 
Founding President of the King Abdullah University of Science and Technology (KAUST) 
from 2008-2013. Before assuming the presidency at KAUST, he served as President of 
National University of Singapore for nine years. He has been widely acknowledged for 
creating the University's research-intensive focus with an entrepreneurial dimension, as 
well as for NUS' elevated global reputation. Drawing from his experiences abroad, 
Professor Shih institutionalized a performance- and market-based evaluation and 
compensation system for academics. 

Professor Shih was a key driver for the formation of the International Alliance of 
Research Universities, and led the Association of Pacific Rim Universities (APRU) for four 
years. He was the founding chair of the Governing Board of the APRU World Institute 
and served on national-level committees such as the Economic Review Committee, 
which crafted wide-ranging strategies for the re-making of Singapore. 

Professor Shih is among the highly cited researchers in the world for the category of 
engineering compiled by the Institute for Scientific Information (ISI). In 2004, Professor 
Shih became the first Singaporean to be elected as a Foreign Associate to the United 
States National Academy of Engineering.  He was awarded the French decoration 
"Chevalier" in the Order of the "Legion d'Honneur" in 2005. In 2006, Professor Shih was 
elected as a Foreign Honorary Member of the American Academy of Arts and Sciences in 
recognition of his work and research achievements. In 2007, Professor Shih received the 
inaugural Chief Executive Leadership Award for Asia Pacific presented by the Council for 
Advancement and Support for Education.  

Professor Shih serves on the judging panel of the Queen Elizabeth Prize for Engineering 
and has advisory/consultant roles with Elsevier Materials Science Council,  Peking 
University, University of Chinese Academy of Sciences, SUSTech,  Universiti Teknologi 
Petronas, Saudi Aramco, among others.   
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Global Advisory Board Member, David B. Sandalow 
Professor Sandalow is the Inaugural Fellow at Columbia University’s Center on Global 
Energy Policy, where he directs the US-China Energy & Climate program and works on a 
wide range of issues including the future of the electric grid, renewables finance and 
CO2 utilization.   
  
Prior to joining Columbia, Professor Sandalow served in senior positions at the U.S. 
Department of Energy, including Under Secretary of Energy (acting) and Assistant 
Secretary for Policy & International Affairs.  Prior to serving at DOE, Professor Sandalow 
was a Senior Fellow at the Brookings Institution, as well as Energy & Climate Change 
Working Group Chair at the Clinton Global Initiative.  He has served as Assistant 
Secretary of State for Oceans, Environment & Science and a Senior Director on the 
National Security Council staff.   
  
Professor Sandalow writes and speaks widely on energy and climate policy.  His recent 
works include Solar Together (Center on Global Energy Policy, 2016), The History and 
Future of the Clean Energy Ministerial (Center on Global Energy Policy 2016), ICEF Solar 
and Storage Roadmap (2015, project chair) and Meeting China’s Shale Gas Goals (Center 
on Global Energy Policy, 2014, lead author).  He was the editor of Plug-In Electric 
Vehicles: What Role for Washington? (Brookings Press, 2009) and co-author of U.S.-
China Cooperation on Climate Change (Brookings, 2009).  He is the author of Freedom 
from Oil (McGraw-Hill, 2008) and dozens of articles and op-eds.  Professor Sandalow has 
appeared on CNN, NPR, NBC, BBC, CCTV and many other broadcast outlets and served 
as a moderator at conferences including the World Future Energy Summit, ARPA-E 
Summit and Clean Energy Ministerial.  He served as Honorary Chair of the Energy 
Storage Association’s 2015 Annual Conference.   
  
Professor Sandalow holds an appointment as Senior Research Fellow at the Center for 
Strategy & Policy at Tsinghua University.  He is a member of the Steering Committee of 
the Innovation for Cool Earth Forum and chairs the ICEF Innovation Roadmap 
Project.  Professor Sandalow is a member of the Board of Directors of ReNew Power and 
a Senior Advisor to Highview Power Storage, Tsing Capital and Fermata.  He is a member 
of the Selection Committee of the Zayed Future Energy Prize, University of Michigan 
Energy Institute’s Advisory Board, the Electric Drive Transport Association’s “Hall of 
Fame” and the Council on Foreign Relations.  He is a graduate of the University of 
Michigan Law School and Yale College. 
 
 



About NW Innovation Works 
NW Innovation Works, LLC (NWIW) is a multi-national venture committed to expediting 
the world’s transition to cleaner, more sustainable methods of producing the essential 
organic building blocks in the products we use every day.  NW Innovation Works is 
investing $3.6B in the construction of two facilities in Washington and Oregon.  Through 
considered investments in innovative and state of the art technologies that protect the 
air and water, NWIW’s facilities will help reduce the global carbon footprint and 
eliminate facility wastewater discharge into the Columbia River.  The company will 
implement Ultra-Low-Emission technology combined with natural gas to produce 
methanol that will ship globally.  As an additional environmental preservation step, NW 
Innovation Works is the first company along the Columbia River to invest in Zero Liquid 
Discharge (ZLD) technology. ZLD eliminates the discharge of all facility wastewater into 
the river.   Methanol is an essential building block used in a wide variety of products 
including medical equipment, cell phones, car parts, and clothing.   While preserving the 
environment, NWIW will spark local economic growth by providing hundreds of safe, 
local family wage jobs, spending at local businesses and contributing millions of dollars 
in local and state revenues.  
 
Media Contact: 
Richard DeBolt, Director of External Affairs, NW Innovation Works 
360-673-7819 
richardd@nw-iw.com 
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